
Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study Underway 
Reevaluation of I-275 at I-4 Interchange  
I-275 from Rome Avenue to MLK Jr. Boulevard; and I-4 from I-275 to Selmon Expressway Connector 

Hillsborough County  |  WPI Seg. No. 433821-1-22-01

The Florida Department of Transportation, District 7 is re-evaluating the needed improvement 
of I-275 at the I-4 Interchange in Downtown Tampa as a part of the Tampa Bay Express Toll Lane 
project (TBX). The purpose of a reevaluation is to identify any changes to the original study 
documents, review new natural and social environmental impacts, and ensure any new federal 
laws are met. A main component of the re-evaluation is public engagement. The purpose of 
public engagement is to identify neighborhood concerns and look for ways to mitigate them. 
The reevaluation is sent to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for final approval. 

Reevaluation Has Begun!

In 1987, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) began the development of the 
Tampa Interstate System (TIS) Master Plan. The objective of this plan was to find alternatives and 
recommend travel improvements for the local area. The FDOT received FHWA approval of the TIS 
Master Plan in 1989 and later received approval of the plan’s environmental documents in 1996.

In March 2015, FDOT, District Seven started a Project Development & Environment (PD&E) 
Study Reevaluation for I-275 at I-4 Interchange in Hillsborough County.  This study will 
update the environmental documents previously approved by the FHWA and evaluate the use 
of express toll lanes as a transportation improvement.  

JOIN THE 
CONVERSATION!

We want your  
comments and suggestions.  

Now is the time to get involved!

One of the most important 
aspects of a PD&E study is public 
involvement. Your input is important 
to the success of the project and 
opportunities to provide input will 
be available throughout the study.  

This newsletter is being circulated 
to  those who have contacted us 
regarding the project and to all 
property owners adjacent to the 
study area.  If you are not currently 
on our mailing list and would like to 
be included, please visit our website 
or contact our project manager.

Kirk Bogen, PE 
Environmental Management 

Engineer 
kirk.bogen@dot.state.fl.us 

813-975-6448 
800-226-7220 

 

— Or — 
 

for Media Inquiries 

Kris Carson 
Public Information Office 

kristen.carson@dot.state.fl.us 
813-975-6202 
800-226-7220

For more information on this study, 
please visit our project website at:

www.tampabayexpress.com/
downtown-interchange
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Study Area Map
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LOCATION DATE TIME NEIGHBORHOOD

John F. Germany Auditorium
900 N Ashley Dr, Tampa, FL 33602

Tuesday, January 19 5:30pm - 7:30pm Summary - Workshop Series 1

Children’s Board Conference Center 
1002 E Palm Ave, Tampa, FL 33605

Monday, January 25 5:30pm - 7:30pm Downtown Tampa

Tuesday, February 2 5:30pm - 7:30pm West River

Saturday, Februray 13 9:30am - 11:00am
Youth Charrette 

(Children 6-17 years)

Tuesday, February 16 5:30pm - 7:30pm Seminole Heights

Monday, February 22 5:30pm - 7:30pm Tampa Heights

Monday, February 29 5:30pm - 7:30pm Ybor (Historic, VM, East Tampa)

The results of these meetings will be shared via the tampabayexpress.com website, local newspapers, email and in the community 
(location to be determined) for review and comment by all of the community. There will be a Florida Department of Transportation, 
District Seven, community meeting in late Spring 2016 for final comments.

Please check tampabayexpress.com for current information and meeting updates or call Chris Speese, Public Involvement 
Coordinator at (813) 975-6405.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons  
who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services 
(free of charge) should contact Chris Speese, Public Involvement Coordinator, at (813) 975-6405, (800) 226-7220 or email:  
christopher.speese@dot.state.fl.us at least seven (7) days prior to a meeting.

What is Tampa Bay Express (TBX)?

A number of ideas were previously explored to help reduce congestion. Currently, express toll lanes have been identified as the simplest 
and most effective way to reduce traffic congestion and give motorists choices for a more reliable commute.  Express lanes are new lanes 
added to the inside of the existing interstate. Simply, these new lanes work as toll roads in the middle of interstates. The amount you 
pay goes up and down in real time depending on traffic conditions. This allows the express lanes to operate without congestion and 
reasonably anticipate a travel speed of 45 miles per hour or higher. You only use them if and when you want to or you don’t have to use 
them at all. When you need to get somewhere on time – like to make your flight at the airport or pick up your child at day care – you can 
pay for the commute option and expect an on-time arrival.

TBX will also provide improvements to accommodate current and future mass transit options including express bus in express lanes as 
well as other premium transit options.  The express lane option:

•	 Offers a choice to any driver who desires a reliable trip. 

•	 Are easy to use.

•	 Are operated and maintained using tolls collected.

•	 Are one of many effective solutions to traffic congestion.

For more information go to tampabayexpress.com.

Tampa Bay Express City of Tampa Community Engagement Meetings  
for the Downtown Tampa Interchange (I-275 at I-4)

The Florida Center for Community Design and Research (FCCDR), in cooperation with FDOT District Seven, City of Tampa, Hillsborough 
County, HART, and Hillsborough Planning Commission, is inviting community representatives from City of Tampa Home Owner 
Associations residents and civic and business associations near the Downtown Tampa Interchange (I-275 at I-4) to participate in a second 
round of Community Engagement meetings regarding the TBX project to:

•	 Determine needs based on neighborhood concerns.

•	 Develop shared goals/objectives to address those needs.

•	 Develop visual concepts to clarify the shared goals/objectives to meet neighborhood needs.

Individuals may attend the meetings as observers to the process and participate through worksheets provided at the meeting. Audience 
seating will be limited.

Transportation Development Processwe are here



FDOT Adopted Five Year  
Work Program FY 2015-2020

Advance right-of-way is being acquired as defined in the approved 
Tampa Interstate Study (TIS) environmental documents.  

Comuniquese Con Nosotros

Nos importa mucho la opinión del público sobre el proyecto. Si 
usted tiene preguntas o comentarios, o si simplemente desea 
más información, por favor comuníquese con nosotros. Nuestro 
representante, Señora Elba Lopez, 813-975-6403, Departamento 
de Transportación de Florida, 11201 N. McKinley Dr., Tampa, FL 
33612, elba.lopez@dot.state.fl.us. 

Project Schedule

The reevaluation began in March 2015. Data collection is currently 
underway and a public hearing will be scheduled in Summer 
2016. Additional public meetings are being held during the study 
as engineering and environmental analyses are completed. The 
reevaluation is anticipated to be completed by late Fall 2016.
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Florida Department of Transportation  
District Seven 
11201 N. McKinley Drive, M.S. 7-500 
Tampa, FL 33612

The Florida Department of Transportation is required to comply with various non-discrimination laws and regulations, including Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status.

For more information on this study,  
please visit our project website at:

www.tampabayexpress.com/downtown-interchange


